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The joy about being an American is in having the freedom to write anything. We sit behind our desks 

surrounded by comfortable objects. Facts to support our opinion are available via the Internet, and 

picked to support starting premises. Liberals and conservatives alike participate, often in stereotypical 

terms, in the dance of lies and misinformation, in the name of "intellectual honesty." Fired into 

cyberspace, these missives have little accountability and lack bias checking by peers.  

Affinity Systems LLC was a consulting firm, and our new model is research and publications. Our skills 

are manufacturing, computer systems, quality, and Lean Six Sigma. Our work applies systems and 

thinking tools to analyze complicated systems - structures of all types. Action starts by identifying root 

causes through a process separating symptoms from problems, distortions from reality, then defining 

solutions for the problems. Once implemented, solutions must meet or exceed our customers and our 

own standards. There is no place to hide. We live by the merits of our work. Our mantra is to find and 

understand the facts to arrive at the truth within our scope of reality.   

Having grown up in southern Kansas in the 1950s, I have personal experiences with deep-rooted cultural 

prejudice. Oklahoma, five miles south, had "blacks" and "whites" rest room facilities and water 

fountains. There was an Indian school, where children ripped from their tribal parents, received 

programming to think like whites. My hometown had separate swimming pools and seating sections in 

the theatre. Our family was poor and lived in a racially mixed neighborhood. I have seen, felt and been 

guilty of prejudice. It is easy to blame poverty, but the prejudice extends to wealth, status, religion, 

nationality, sex, and sexual orientation.  

As an adult living in Milwaukee, I witnessed prejudicial conditions where anger manifested itself in 

multiple, different ways. There were racial riots and protest marches on the streets. I learned how to 

deal with prejudice from a very intelligent friend, a system analyst working for IBM. We were on an 

elevator, with demonstrations taking place on the streets below. The message was "Never group people. 

You must understand situations one person at a time, then as individuals within groups."  

My friend was female, black, and right. 
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Reducing the human value makes it easier to subjugate people, and prejudice is not confined to race or 

social status. When I was a child, many Americans held Jews in contempt. In Nazi Germany, Joseph 

Goebbels, master propagandist, turned on the social programming machine. One of his tools was 

stereotyping. When an individual or group of humans can be “put in their place” through lumping into 

extreme categories, they are more easily mentally, then physically enslaved. A programmed populace 

looks the other way, just as the Germans did during the Holocaust and whites when blacks were 

enslaved. While these are both prime examples, the Native Americans suffered brutally under a policy of 

governmental genocide, accentuated by General Sheridan, "The only good Indians I ever saw were 

dead." In the West, shanghaied Chinese immigrants were literally beasts of burden. 

Recently, I received a justification for why conservatives are misguided. The writer quoted materials 

proving conservatives are less educated, ignore the lessons of science, and harbor greater prejudices 

against literally “everyone else." It painted the extremes in broad generalities to justify the “analysis." 

Joseph Goebbels would love the matrix. The word conservative is interchangeable with Christian, 

Muslim, Jew, and Black, Red, liberal, rich, poor, men, women or any other group. Changing the metrics 

reflects the correct stereotype. 

It is my sincerest hope that Americans get off this stereotyping kick of liberals and conservatives, or 

identifying Americans by race. We are all colors, all opinions, and all faiths. Collectively, we sparkle like 

gold. My mantra is freedom. Slavery equates to a lack of freedom. It means that someone or a group of 

persons is attempting to control what and how we think and act. Our government, in this context, is the 

major offender, and working hard to keep us from unifying. Discernible people recognize the difference 

between verbiage and reality. They park their computers and go find out what is happening. Even as we 

argue against traditional forms of slavery, our freedoms are in jeopardy. The following story illustrates 

the point.     

Doing research on the Gulf oil spill for a project, I drove through Plaquemine Parish near New Orleans, 

LA, an area severely flooded by hurricane Katrina on August 28, 2005. The effects of the oil spill were 

not visible, but the remnants of Katrina were everywhere.  

Following is a series of photographs taken in the drive through. One brave elderly man summarized the 

conditions in the area. He sadly explained the damage to the school, and the subsequent shutdown. He 

did not know how far students traveled to attend a different one. As he walked away, anger boiled up, 

that this human, in his old age, was living under these conditions. 
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The photographs were taken during March 2011. Why weren’t these areas rebuilt, along with the rich 

coastal homes? The answer is Plaquemine Parish is poor, black and has little political power or influence. 

In the meantime, our country spent billions rebuilding Iraq and wasted billions on failed renewable-

energy policies. Does anyone think this pattern is unique to New Orleans? The question is not why a 

black president failed to rebuild because George Bush also did little. The lesson is obvious. Power is 

color blind, and it is all about power. 

This is not a conservative vs. liberal issue. It is an American tragedy perpetrated by both parties. 

The sobering part of the trip was not being able to find anyone willing to talk about the oil spill and its 

effects. The Federal government appears to have shut down the free press. Most of the residents we 

talked to were afraid to discuss the situation because the government and BP had not settled with the 

litigants or silence was part of the agreement. Fear is the glue for enslavement. 

Americans, through the Constitution and Bill of Rights, are a free and equal people. The Constitution 

prevents the government from enslaving the people, either physically or mentally. Our government 

conceptually works for us, not vice-versa. The difference is profound. Serving at the will of the 

government translates to lost freedoms. We need to hold elected officials accountable for saying one 

thing and doing another. 

This would be the one acceptable stereotype. Having the ability to walk among our fellow Americans, 

and find them tolerant and respectful of others. All are free, in mind, body, and spirit, to pursue 

happiness, prosperity, and self-fulfillment. All are equal, under the Stars and Stripes, and under God. 

 


