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 “If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a 
hundred battles. If you know yourself but not the enemy, for every victory gained 
you will also suffer a defeat. If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will 
succumb in every battle.”                                           Sun Tzu, The Art of War  

 

This newsletter is number four in an unintentional, but related chain of topics. 
 
Filled with the spirit of optimism, I wrote The People Have Spoken. The 2018 election was 
history, and the citizens of the United States of America chose a new slate of politicians to fix 
our countries problems. These core issues include infrastructure, health care, and immigration. 
We have the opportunity to increase our competitive technological advantage and counter 
China's bid to dominate manufacturing, Artificial Intelligence, and eventually, the world. 
 
My optimism for positive governance and people-based legislation lasted less than twenty-four 
hours. Democrats gleefully bragged they could potentially open eighty-five investigations into 
"everything" against President Trump. Two Democratic congresspersons, Brad Sherman (D), and 
Al Green (D) introduced impeachment proceedings against the President just hours after the 
swearing-in of the new Congress. All of these are actions taken because some people refuse to 
recognize the legitimacy of the 2016 election and the shipwreck it caused to the progressive 
movement. The two-year Mueller investigation appears to have a long life cycle. Add to this the 
increasing potential for investigating the FBI and DOJ for proceedings against President Trump 
before and during the early days of his administration.  
 

At this time, the government is partially shut down over funding for border security. While 
democratic leadership has voted full funding on numerous occasions in the past, they now 
refuse to allocate one dollar. The reason, the wall is a Trump campaign promise, to be denied at 
any cost. For a party that gave Iran $150 billion plus 1.8 billion dollars in cash in the darkness of 
the night on a remote airfield, denying the 5.5 billion to protect Americans is laughable. Worse, 
it signals the start of gridlock. The new Congress has high expectations for what they can get in 
the next two years, but the President has the veto power, and the Republicans control the 
Senate. When politicians refuse to deal in good faith, nothing positive happens. I warned of this 
precise situation in the second related paper, the September 2018 Focused Fire Newsletter. 
"You Want WHAT? Unintended Consequences."  
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3200649
http://competitiveamerica.us/newsletters/FFN_China_Slave_State.pdf
http://competitiveamerica.us/newsletters/FFN_You_Want_What_Unintended_Consequences.pdf
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Given the animus in the aftermath of the election, the prospects for America are bleak. One 
party plans to expend their energy destroying President Trump, and the other is spending 
extreme amounts of time in his defense. I have experienced two presidential impeachment 
processes. The first impeachment involved President Nixon and Watergate, and the second 
President Clinton, initially for obstruction of justice but finally for perjury, lying about having sex 
with an intern. Both processes resulted in years of gridlock and little progress for the country. 
Worse, it kept the Presidents from functioning productively in the international arena, a 
dangerous unintended consequence. 
 
Republicans or Democrats may think they are winning or losing in the game of political intrigue, 
but the reality is stark. We are all pawns, and it matters little what we say or feel except for 
voting. Even here, we are highly programmed and manipulated, failing to judge by 
achievements. 
 
The third letter is titled The New Great Walls of China-Building the Ultimate Slave State. This 
newsletter downloaded thousands of time, addresses China's written objective to become the 
center of the world, and the willingness to achieve that goal at any cost. 
 
China gains another two years without competition while Americans beat up on each other, and 
unchallenged will escalate activities to dominate the world. The only obstacle in their way is 
President Donald Trump. His trade war, aimed at forcing China to change their behavior on 
intellectual property rights and noncompetitive rules for doing business in China is our last 
chance to fix a trade problem and stop the theft of intellectual property. Previous 
administrations, intimidated by a strong China and greedy financial backers, smiled and kicked 
the issues down the road. Today, both represent a clear and present danger to the USA. 

China -Trade 
 

Civilizations die from suicide, not from murder. —Arnold Toynbee 
 
Trade - I wrote this whitepaper in 2007 before America transferred large chunks 
of business to China. It was an analysis, not a prediction (although sadly, 
demonstrated to be accurate). 
 
History has proven that policies and bureaucracy lose more wars than the troops 
in the field. This analogy has significant application in today's competitive 
environment. Many of the competing nations have established policies that 
create an unlevel playing field for our manufacturing companies. It is remarkable 
that our national trade policies do not include the most elemental of concepts—
reciprocity. 
 
Our government is doing little to back our manufacturing enterprises by enforcing 
trade agreements.  
 

It is incredible that so many years have passed since I worked with the early representatives 
from China, but even then, it was easy to see they were hungry and competitive. Traveling to 
China cemented the fact that they were smart, ruthless, and only cared about making money.  

http://competitiveamerica.us/newsletters/FFN_China_Slave_State.pdf
http://competitiveamerica.us/publications/trade.pdf
http://competitiveamerica.us/publications/trade.pdf
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In China, breaking away from what the government wants outsiders to see, some of the people 
deal with bleak economic conditions. Without high commercial growth rates to satisfy an 
increasingly prosperous population, the Chinese government will lose control. 
 
I'm presenting the following potential scenario as an analyst, not a prognosticator. The 
illustration is a worst-case scenario, and we must take every action to prevent it from becoming 
a reality. Given that all humans are subject to the Normalcy Bias, it is easy to dismiss. The data 
and known facts support the possibility, and that should scare the hell out of you.  
 

 
 
The date is January 1, 2030. Much has changed. We all live in the new reality of the Great Wall 
that China built around the United States. It is a digital instead of a physical wall, and GOOGLE 
facilitated and helped develop the Social Report Card system used by the Chinese government.  
 
China made a massive commitment to obtain computer technology through national 
investment. Their plans and subsequent actions involve hacking business and government 
computers across the world, including Amazon (2018), government systems such as Social 
Security, and all research and applied science facilities. The goal was, and remains, to steal 
intellectual property and convert it to their economic and world control agenda. Attacks on 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Normalcy+Bias&ie=&oe=
https://www.businessinsider.com/china-social-credit-system-punishments-and-rewards-explained-2018-4
https://www.newsmax.com/finance/companies/amazon-china-cloud-business/2017/11/14/id/825939/
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media sources supplemented personal data, allowing the new system to build a complete digital 
clone of everyone. Rapid advancements in artificial intelligence allowed the tracking of 
everything said and done, and the actionable capability to summarize and distribute those data. 
The consequence is coercive management. The Social Report card now governs your behavior. 
 
You and a friend were sitting on a park bench, and he bitterly and obscenely griped about the 
loss of personal freedoms, similar to invectives directed in turn at Presidents Obama and Trump. 
You subtly nod your head. 
 
The next morning, a government car transports you to a location where a Chinese official 
reviews your score and berates your placid agreement with a negative person. A camera caught 
the nod, updated it on your social card, and flagged it for action, a demotion of rank. Your family 
must move, and your children will attend a lower-tier school, limiting their futures. The truck 
arrives with the new occupant's household goods, and he laughs during the exchange. 
Programmed to follow the dictates of the government, he checks daily for adherence to rules, 
and his loyalty to the state assures stability and opportunity. Your friend disappears because, in 
this society, all adverse actions are intolerable. 
 
China, a third-world country first rebuilt by American investment, then corrupted by greed at 
our expense, became the center of the universe. This new world is directly out of Ayn Rand's 
Atlas Shrugged. Her story is about people living in a society where government oversees all 
activity. Like George Orwell's 1984, access to supply: food, clothing, status, etc., control the 
people. When that is insufficient, varying levels of punitive actions force compliance or death.  
 
The question is, do we have the foresight and will to prevent this nightmare scenario from 
becoming a reality? 
 
In 2030, I am ninety years old, (or my wife is a widow) and the government shunts us into a 
corner somewhere. For our children in their sixties, and our grandchildren early to late twenties, 
it is a devastating new world where all pretense of personal freedom is non-existent. They 
whisper to us, and their parents, "why did they do this to us?" "How did we let this happen, 
from freedom to enslavement in twelve years?" 
 

"There is no greater sorrow than to recall happiness in times of misery."  
― Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy 

  
Two core reasons are leading to this sad, complicated situation. 
 

 China executed their 2025 plan to dominate artificial intelligence and manufacturing. 
China’s Technonationalism Toolbox: A Primer  
Made in China 2025: Beijing's manufacturing blueprint and why the world is concerned 
China to Revise ‘Made in China 2025’ Tech Plan, WSJ Reports 
China won't back down in its plan to dominate tech 
Made in China-2015 
https://money.cnn.com/2018/08/02/technology/google-china-
censorship/index.html 
https://abcnews.go.com/International/google-seek-return-china-censored-search-
engine-reports/story?id=56991547 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas_Shrugged
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineteen_Eighty-Four
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/809248
https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/Research/China%27s%20Technonationalism.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-29/why-is-made-in-china-2025-making-people-angry/9702374
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-12-12/china-is-said-to-plan-more-access-for-foreign-firms-wsj-reports
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/17/tech/china-tech-us-future/index.html
https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/2163601/made-china-2025-beijings-plan-hi-tech-dominance-big-threat
https://money.cnn.com/2018/08/02/technology/google-china-censorship/index.html
https://money.cnn.com/2018/08/02/technology/google-china-censorship/index.html
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 The citizens of the United States, internally focused and blinded by political conflicts, 
incrementally committed suicide by eroding our moral purpose, killing our freedoms, 
and dooming the great American experiment in democracy. Ultimately, we could not 
stand prosperity and defaulted to dystopia.  

 
When waking in the morning, it will be a living nightmare. I'm glad to be old but deeply 
sorrowful for the future generations that we let down because of our shallowness and lack of 
foresight. As a society, we have become dependent on the Smartphone and reality is instantly 
rejected if contrary to images on that small screen. China is not going to give you news flashes 
about their actions, but information on their plans and activities are available.  
 
Military dominance 

Implications of growing US-China confrontation in the South China Sea 
US-China tension could become confrontation as pressure builds in the South China Sea, 
Taiwan Strait 
China will not rule out reclaiming Taiwan using military force, Xi Jinping has warned   
 

How China treats enemies or competitors 
China's brutal crackdown on the Uighur Muslim minority explained 
Ethnic issues in China 

 
The signals are apparent for all to see. As China gains economic strength, they are building a 
stronger military. They just succeeded in scoring a significant space first, landing a satellite on 
the dark side of the moon. Meanwhile, America's space program, the worlds' technological 
driver for fifty years, has shown few if any innovations over the last fourteen years. 
 
I will translate the implications of China's escalation to power in straightforward terms. China 
will eventually have the capacity and technology to dominate America if we allow or enable it. 
 
 The core driver for our lack of attention and action is HATE, and our politicians lust for power 
at any cost. HATE IS POWERFULLY CORROSIVE AND NEGATIVE. Blaming one person for all of our 
problems is myopic. Accept the fact the Donald Trump is going to be the President for at least 
the next two years, and try to make it positive. Our inability to get organized greases the skids 
for China, and if we are stupid enough to continue traveling along this path, America's future is 
bleak. To that end, there will be no one to blame or to listen. 
 
The good news is this dreadful future does not have to happen. Contact your elected officials. 
Get active in politics. DO SOMETHING POSITIVE. Take a deep breath and vow to participate in a 
meaningful civil dialog with fellow Americans. Together we can achieve miracles. 
 

 

Best regards,  

Wayne L Staley 
Affinity Systems LLC 
http://www.competitiveamerica.us/ 
wstaley@competitiveamerica.us 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/implications-of-growing-us-china-confrontation-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/implications-of-growing-us-china-confrontation-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/implications-of-growing-us-china-confrontation-in-the-south-china-sea/
https://www.news.com.au/technology/innovation/military/china-will-not-rule-out-reclaiming-taiwan-using-military-force-xi-jinping-has-warned/news-story/f52d4e30aa4b6e7f18b5fd3763ac0b21
https://www.vox.com/2018/8/15/17684226/uighur-china-camps-united-nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnic_issues_in_China
https://www.bing.com/search?q=china+moon+landing&form=EDGNB2&mkt=en-us&httpsmsn=1&refig=445342a0b08049c2b18e8f41c8cdab08&sp=1&ghc=1&qs=FT&pq=china+moon&sc=8-10&cvid=445342a0b08049c2b18e8f41c8cdab08&cc=US&setlang=en-US
https://www.bing.com/search?q=china+moon+landing&form=EDGNB2&mkt=en-us&httpsmsn=1&refig=445342a0b08049c2b18e8f41c8cdab08&sp=1&ghc=1&qs=FT&pq=china+moon&sc=8-10&cvid=445342a0b08049c2b18e8f41c8cdab08&cc=US&setlang=en-US
http://www.competitiveamerica.us/
mailto:wstaley@competitiveamerica.us
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DECISION-MAKING IN A DISRUPTIVE DISORDERING 

 

The common denominators for success in a disruptive world are three-fold.  

The first skill is the development of ethical, practical, and fact-
based decision-making skills.  

The second skill is learning a process, and the tools needed for 
implementing the decision.  

The third skill is applying the process and tools, individually or in 
a team environment, to achieve the purpose behind the 
decision. 

Using a fact-based paradigm allows us to discern propaganda from facts. 
Without knowledge, prosperous, civilized society cannot exist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purchase from Amazon books: Decision-making in a Disruptive Reordering 

https://www.amazon.com/Decision-Making-Disruptive-Reordering-Staley/dp/152348036X

